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Welcome Gear Grab: no lobsterman worth his sait would choose to lose his gear...

GOMLF
I High Street, Suite 5
PO Box 523

Kennebunk, ME 04043 In the spring of 2012 Gear Grab

was introduced. GOMLF had
(207) 985-8088, phone
(207) 985-8099, fax from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation Fishing for
Energy Fund (F4E) and the oth-
er from the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) Marine Debris
Program, to continue their der-
elict fishing gear projects initiat-
ed in 2010. Building upon their
initial success, GOMLF is
pleased to present Gear Grab, a
three-prong initiative designed
to inform, involve and improve
the lives of the fishermen and
the communities in which they
live along the coast of Maine.
The Gear Grab project in-
cludes, at-sea recovery, volun-
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T nity shoreline cleanups. The at

sea recoveries incorporate

Vice-President grappling to recover traps that

Jon Carter get lost when buoys are buffet-
ARG ) ed by storms, cut loose by the
Treasurer propellers of passing boats,
Robert Baines snagged and dragged to un-
FIV Thrasher known locations by sailboats,
rawlers, ferries, or from break-
STl t awcfe :] erries odl' om brea
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Association The voluntary disposal days are

an opportunity for fishermen to
dispose of used or unwanted
fishing gear and encourages
proper disposal and eliminates
disposal costs incurred at trans-
fer stations. GOMLF contracts
with Corcoran Enviromental
Services to send wire traps to
Schnitzer Steel for recycling and
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Maine on Portland, which in-
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New Hampshire Fisherman Many fishermen are appreciative

received two federal grants, one

of these events. For community
shoreline cleanups GOMLF has
coordinated with local fisher-
men and their families, schools,
town government, and business-
es to educate the general public
about the challenges of prevent-
ing and mitigating derelict fishing
gear and the impact of debris on
marine habitat. We would like
to expand upon these commu-
nity cleanups and voluntary dis-
posal days. Please let us
know if your area may be
interested.

Community Shoreline Cleanup
day in Harpswell was fun for
the Pelletier sisters!

Voluntary Disposal Day:
5.8 tons of non-steel and
10.1 tons of metal were
collected on this day!

At-sea recovery: Salvage-
able traps were stacked
neatly in order. Traps
with identification, their
owners were contacted.
Traps remain in this area
to give fishermen ade-
quate amount of time to
retrieve their traps.




PAGE 2 Executive Director Presents on Marine Debris

In December 2012, Executive Director Erin Pelletier traveled to Miami, to present at the Word
Society of the Protection of Animals (WSPA) Marine
Debris Conference. This conference was the first of
it’s kind held in the United States . Organizations

Gear Grab was a huge

success in 2012 ! Thank you
to our supporters to make it

happen!

All fishermen participation
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Phippsburg, ME 207-389.1946

from around the world such as Chile, Australia, Nor-
way, South Africa, and Korea shared their successes
and challenges on the removal and reduction of ma-
rine debris. Erin presented on removal of derelict
fishing gear in the Gulf of Maine and how industry
involvement plays a huge role in successful projects

in order to engage support for future projects.

2012 New England Derelict Fishing Gear
Workshop

A meeting held in Portland,
Maine earlier last year that
brought together participants
from government, environmen-
tal organizations and industry
to discuss marine debris in

New England.

In this this meeting, Fishing for
Energy partners convened a
roundtable, hosting representa-
tives from all four coastal states
to discuss gaps and barriers to
managing derelict fishing gear in
New England. During the
roundtable, participants dis-
cussed adaptations and new
solutions to reduce the loss of
gear, address unintended re-
strictions of voluntary derelict
gear removal from old laws and
the need for research to better
understand the impacts of der-
elict gear on the species, habi-
tats, and industries of this re-
gion. Initiatives for future fund-
ing projects identified from

outcomes of this meeting and
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discussion are:

* At sea derelict fishing gear
removal;

* Gear density assessment;

* Economic and resource im-

pact assessment.

GOMLF continues to work
with industry in order to better
understand these topics
through active projects and

outreach.

Mangled fishing gear that can
get tangled up with active fishing
gear.

For the latest up-
dates, find us on

g
-y

Facebook
“friend” the Gulf of
Maine
Lobster
Foundation and see
what we are up to
now!

We will be headed
downeast this year
for two more at-sea
recoveries and com-
munity shoreline
cleanups. If you are
interested in being
involved please con-
tact us if you would
like either one of the-
se events in your ar-

ea. Contact us at
207-985-8088




