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Mr. Patten White

Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
41 Route 103

York, Maine 03909

Dear Pat,

It is with great pleasure that | am writing this letter of support for the Guif of Maine Lobster Foundation.
Cooperative research between scientist, industry and managers plays an essential role in understanding and
managing our marine resources in Maine. The establishment of a foundation for cooperative research is
especially well targeted in relation to the lobster industry.

The lobster fishery is the highest valued fishery in Maine and the Northeast. In Maine over 6,500 lobster
licenses and nearly 3 million lobster trap tags are issued each year. Maine landed over 53 million pounds of
lobsters with an ex-vessel value of over $185 million in 1999. A sustainable lobster fishery is an integral part of
coastal Maine communities.

Despite the recent successes of the lobster fishery there is a concern by scientists, managers and fishermen
that we need to aggressively monitor the lobster resource to prevent unforeseen changes in the population.
Fishermen observe the resource on a day-to-day basis, and are in an excellent position to be actively involved
in data collection. Working with scientists and managers these observations can be used to help forecast the
future of the industry.

Over the past few years there has been a groundswell of cooperative research projects that have started to
bridge the gap between industry, scientist and managers. The Department of Marine Resources is excited to
be involved with the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation. At this time | would like to confirm my participation on
the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation Board of Directors, and look forward to working with you in the future.
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