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Mr. Patten White

Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
180 Woodbridge Road

York, Maine 03909

Dear Pat:

As Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Oceans and Fisheries, I wanted to express
my support for the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation (GCMLF). GOMLF’s combination of
regional outreach along with cooperative and collaborative research projects is critical to
providing a full and accurate picture of the status of the lobster resource. Additionally, in a time
of growing funding shortfalls, I am pleased to see that GOMLF is using innovative measures to
leverage the necessary funding to support its efforts.

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) are considering substantial reductions in fishing effort for American
lobster from Maine to North Carolina. This reduction is based on what many in the New
England lobster industry consider to be inadequate data. By establishing a partnership among
fisherman, scientists and other industry stakeholders, GOMLF will gather information that is
crucial for the development of appropriate management plans and ensuring healthy fisheries and
sustainable resources.

I know that many of those responsible for the creation of the GOMLF have participated in
collaborative research activities and are committed to reinvesting resources into the fishery. I am
confident that the GOMLF partnership will provide invaluable information. I look forward to
working with GOMLF on these complex issues.
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