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As the lion roared out of the
month of March, Gulf of Maine
Lobster Foundation (GOMLF)
completed the final rope ex-

change before federal regula- |

tions requiring sinking line went
into effect on April 5, 2009.

293 lobstermen delivered just
over 330,000 pounds of coiled
float rope to the Ellsworth and
Rockland collection sites during

the week of March 23, 2009. |

Each lobsterman was given a

Lobster Lines

voucher worth $1.40 per pound {

of float rope he or she brought
in, to be used toward the pur-
chase of new sinking rope. All
told, nearly $461,000 in vouch-
ers was distributed.

There are over 500 lobstermen
on the GOMLF waiting list for
future rope exchanges. GOMLF
may receive funding from Con-
gress to hold more exchanges in
the summer of 2009, and
GOMLF will invite lobstermen
in order of registration for the
collections.

Funds are being sought to acco-
modate all lobstermen who still
have float rope to exchange.

A quarterly newsletter
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Camera crews from several news stations covered the events
in Rockland and Ellsworth. Floating groundline was delivered
in pickup trucks, cars, campers and dump trucks.

GOMLF encourages those lob-
stermen who have not yet put
their name on the waiting list to
do so now, and for all lobster-
men to hold on to their floating
groundlines to take advantage of
future rope exchanges.

To date, the Bottom Line Pro-
ject has collected over
1,318,000 pounds of floating
groundline and issued vouchers
for sinking rope worth over

$1,836,000. All rope has either
been recycled into plastic prod-
ucts; or has been used by Maine
companies to weave doormats.
(See Lobster lines at your feet

on pg 2)

For more information on the

Bottom Line Project, visit
www.gomlf.org or contact

Laura Ludwig, the director of
the exchange program, at 207-
985-8088 or laura@gomlf.org.

Front & Center - GOMLF sweeps the news

With the new federal lobster regulations in place,
the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation has become
the go-to organization for the media. In recent
weeks, GOMLF has been featured in both broad-
cast and print medium including NECN (New
England Cable News), the Associated Press,
WCSH 6 in Portland, The Bangor Daily News,
The Ellsworth American and the Island Institute’s
publication, The Working Waterfront. Still to

come, lobstermen Dan Staples and Gerry Cush-
man will be taking a reporter from WABI TV5 out
on the water to look at the positive things the
lobster industry is doing to help reduce the risk of
entanglement by whales. This is a follow-up to
their coverage of the Rockland buyback. Stay
tuned as GOMLF continues to be a leading voice
for the lobster industry...


http://www.gomlf.org/
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GOMLF’s Executive Director,
Erin Pelletier, and Jim Manning,
an oceanographer from
NOAA’s Northeast Fisheries
Science Center, co-authored an
article featured in the Journal of
Operational Oceanography
earlier this year.

The article details the eMOLT
(environmental monitors on
lobster traps) study that is pro-
viding ground-breaking re-

Pelletier & Manning Published In Industry Journal

Nearly 100 lobstermen in the Gulf of Maine are
making their contribution to the research by attach-
ing a probe to their traps. This effort is the driving
force to predict future tidal, wind, seasonal and in-
ter-annual trends.

"At the end of each year, | compare my data with
prior years' temperature data and catch history. It's
interesting to see that minor temperature related to
weather events can make a change in catch,” re-
ports Elliot Thomas who is part of the eMOLT
study.

The eMOLT project began in 2001 and monitored

A TEMPERATURE
PROBE READY TO
TAKE THE
PLUNGE INTO
THE ATLANTIC

tom water temperatures.

Stakeholders in the lobster
industry are relying heavily on
the information being gathered
and exchanged at GOMLF’s
for GOMLF using rope “Future of the Lobster Industry
recycled from recent Conference Series”. The Gulf
exchanges are a of Maine Lobster Foundation
stomping success. recently presented its findings
Not only do people from the Series at the Maine
like the idea of having Fishermen’s Forum and at the
a unique, recycled, ALWTRT (Atlantic Large
CEIREEGHe  CouE, Whale Take Reduction Team)

but the sturdy Iobst'er meeting in Providence, Rhode
rope makes them vir- Island

tually indestructible.

Lobster Lines at
your feeté

The doormats created

Bringing scientists and repre-
sentatives of the lobster indus-
try together creates a think-
tank that provides the oppor-
tunity for people from different
perspectives to voice their
concerns and offer pathways to
sustainability.

Orders for these mats
are keeping the
GOMLF staff on their
toes!

You can order yours
by calling (207)985-
8088. You also can
find an order form on
the project section of
our website,

www.gomlf.org

The Phase 2 Conference
opened with all participants
identifying what they viewed as
the top three challenges facing
the lobster fishery. Participants
highlighted a range of issues,
from bait and marketing to
ocean zoning and education.
However, the most common
responses were related to ef-
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search on New England’s bot-

by the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation. Congrats

to Erin and Jim and a heartfelt thanks goes out to
lobstermen who make this study possible.

fort, the economic crisis, the
need for better data and whale
regulations.

Participants universally agreed
that effort was too high. Fish-
ermen are feeling the eco-
nomic pinch of high fuel, bait,
and rope costs yet low prices
paid dockside. Limited data are
available for making difficult
choices regarding effort. Addi-
tionally, the sinking groundline
regulations have impacted the

The Future at Stake: Conference Series Continues

plans for continuing the dialog
between managers, scientists
and the industry; increasing
data collection; marketing the
US Lobster; establishing an
effort baseline and identifying
best tools to move forward
with effort discussions; and
focusing on the economic sta-
bility of the lobster industry.

Look for information regarding
Phase 3 in upcoming editions
of Lobster Lines.

fishery and new regulations are

GOMLE heads to DC

to address
vertical
lines. This April, Erin Pelletier, Executive Director of
GOMLF, left mud season behind in exchange for
cherry blossoms. Pelletier served on a panel at the
Global Marine Renewable Energy Conference in
Washington, DC. Her panel, “Perspectives from the
NGO Community”, looked at how NGOs (non-
governmental organizations) are supporting renewable
energy and how it is impacting the local communities.

It was also
clear that
these  top
challenges
are inter-
related and
there  may
be common
approaches
for address-
ing them.

GOMLF presented their priorities for marine renew-
able energy including the impact of wind farms and
tidal generating units on fishing grounds; effects of
noise/vibration on migration of lobsters and other
marine species; the impacts of cable emissions; and the
availability of environmental data and engaging the

To date, the industry in the process.

series  has

resulted in | More information about the conference and its presen

be found atvww.globalmarinerenewable.com

ler:



http://www.gomlf.org/
http://www.globalmarinerenewable.com/

