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Groundline exchand® 1op@S lin

GOMLF has been busy coordi- Lobstermen are

nating and executing the largestgiven  voucher:

rope exchange in the history of worth $1.40 per

the lobster industry. This feder- pound of poly

ally funded program is helpingthey have. ..

lobstermen convert their floating brought in for g

groundline (the rope connecting exchange.  Thi

two or more traps on the ocean voucher is use

floor) to sinking line in order to at a registere

comply with the federal Whale rope dealer or

Rule. distributor  to
buy sink rope#

With five rope exchanges com- which is mor

plete, GOMLF has successfullyexpensive thag

collected 591,299 Ibs of floating float rope.

groundline and distributed

$826,188 in sinkope vouchers. Two exchange

All rope that is brought to the will be held this

exchanges is recycled. GOMLFsummer: the first will be at 265 Chris Nunan tops a moun-

is working with plastics recyclers High Street in Ellsworth on ._.

and manufacturers to find an August 1214; the second will be tain of float rope at a

appropriate, valuadded use for on the waterfront in Rockland GOMLF exchange last

the recycled poly rope. Most of on September 9-11. Lobster- spring.

the poly to date has been used men must preregister with

to make horticultural plastic GOMLF in order to participate. For more information on the

products such as seeding traysFuture exchanges are dependentrope exchange, contact Laura

and plant pots, or used as anupon additional funding. Ludwig at 2079858088 or

aggregate in concrete products. laura@gomlf.org

Lobster Line

, prOJects

Welcom

L@ree?mgs from r\ne GOMLI
stafft We are thrilled to in-
troduce you to Lobster Lin
our new quarterly newslett
that will reach over 200(
lobstermen and industr
stakeholders.

| Our newsletter will keep readers
. | up to date on our latest projects,

- list ways to get involved and
% highlight upcoming events.

GOMLFO&s Execut.
Erin Pelletier, and Project Direc-

; tor, Laura Ludwig, are based in
the Gulf of Maine Lobste the nonpr of i tos offi

Foundation6s mig&&ioOMhine efolyStdn. ' duftbvin Kéhnebunk. Stop in to say

partnerShlde an;long fll(shherlrgen goa| is to achieve |mproved man- hello, g|ve us a call or drop us an
sckllentlsts an totter statlhe Od (:rs agement decisions, healthy fisheremail- we 6d | ove to
who cooperate fo gather dala oo 54 sustainable resourcesyou. And be sure to let us know

on American Lobster and the y, 1 collaborative research what you think ofLobster Lines

- :
GOMLF STAFFERS: Project Director
Laura Ludwig and Executive Director Erin
Pelletier (I to r) run the show at a recent
rope exchange.
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Captain Bill Look (left)
and Maine Environmental
Research (MER) principal
Chris Heinig examine
equipment in the bottom
current study.

OEven though the voucher

wondt come

covering my costs of
replacing my floating
rope, every little bit helps
and without you going to

bat for us none of it would

be possibl e

- feedback from a Deer Isle lobsterman

on GOMLFGs r of{

Lobster Linesis generously
sponsored by Brooks Trap Mill
NEW Maine Betadaible at:
Brooks Trap Mill locations

Maine Betta Bait is made with 1(
and herring oil to ensure it is sa|
lobster ahe future of our indus

"Maine Betta Bait is the best altg
I've ever trieBltie Hill Lobster Fis

Y . . the most recent catch, it Laura Ludwig.
v}\( -
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~~ _ minds wanted to know

‘ f what was going on With poiiom current, as measured that was obtained and wil
% /gear under the water,

Going Deep For Research
GOMLFOs Bottom Cur

~ With all the figures re- that are similar topographi- never collected in this type of

- leased each year aboutcal | y, 6 sai d Rmere®hee,tandoutdeopen orr ,
the doors for future oceanog-
e | is easy to get a picture of £or five months in 2007, raphy science projects.

what is going on finan- GoMLF deployed Stadddi Currently, Neal Pettigrew

cially in the lobster |n_dus- pressure sensorson a2@p from the University
try. But when curious {4y to measure the height of School of Marine Sciences in
the rope arcs relative to the Orono is analyzing the data

by a mechanical flow meter set pjece together a model of how
nearby. For three of those the bottom current affects

months, an acoustic doppler gear near the ocean floor.
current sensor was also de-

ployed to measure currents at
pre-set vertical bins above the .
study, log onto our website,

' gear. . . ~ www.gomlf.org and check out
Th% equipment used in th'55h9 Projects link.
druby

/J Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation got to work.
Last year, GOMLF received a
small Northeast Consortium
development granto measure
bottom currents off Jonesport
in eastern Maine.
0This study wi
for mapping currents in areas

Be Part Of The olution: Volunti

As we know well, the future of the data collec§ N ) Y

For a complete look at the
GOMLF®&s bottom cur

dbidiNe§ cutrr £ dat

the lobster industry is a fre- tion effort for %
quent topic at Gulf of Maine the lobster stock
docks and coffeeshops. Forin the Gulf of
those who make a living within Maine & lear
the industry, these are impor- about juvenil
tant discussions about lobster- lobster research
ing that could affect the liveli-

. ® Receive
hoods of generations to come.

customizedéf
individual repor
regarding you
annual catch (Sugs
-legal catch per
trap haul, by trap type, etc.)

For eight years, GOMLF has
been conducting research to
help collaborations within the
industry. GOMLF has been
|eading a popu|ation Study on commercial lobster license in
juvenile lobsters since 2002.® Secure individual recogni- Maine or Massachusetts

The GOMLF Ventless Trap tion with the Maine Depart- °
Study (VenTS) is being con-ment of Marine Resources placed on a special permit

ducted in conjunction with a e Receive invitations to (those without any lobster
Canadian project that is accu- joint Fishermen Scientists Re-violations)

rately predicting the future of gogrch Society workshops
our lobster stock. GOMLF is . . ® Vessels must ha\ée a fcur-
actively seeking volunteers to ® Receive recognition at rent US Coast Guard safety

partcipate in this study. YOU GOMLF presentations/forums inspection sticker
zan make a difference by gett@and on GOMLFG&s website

ting involved! e Get a firsthand look at Contact GOMLF today to help

. : ; make a difference in the lob-
what is coming up the line for . )
ster industry. To find out
your catch next year

more or become a volunteer,
call Erin Pelletier at (207) 985

8088 or emaikrin@gomlf.org

You must have a valid

You must be eligible to be

Why become a
VenTS volun-

teer? Who can be a volunteer?

® PBe part of e
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